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WHEN BRITANNIA RULED THE WAVES
THE HEYDAY OF THE ROYAL NAVY REPRINT

THE LIFE AND PAINTINGS OF VICE ADMIRAL SIR HENRY KITSON, KBE, CB (1877-1952)
Frank Kitson

rom the time the guns fell silent at Trafalgar few doubted that Britannia ruled the waves.
F She continued to do so throughout the 19th Century, although several other countries maintained
strong fleets. By the 1880s both Russia and France seemed to be a threat to her supremacy

and Britain started to enlarge the Royal Navy. The next challenger was Germany whose attempt
to share the sovereignty of the seas, resulted in a massive acceleration in the enlargement and

modernisation programme: more and better ships were built at breakneck speed.

This book is about a youth who joined the Royal Navy in 1891 and left it at the age of sixty-five
in 1942, nine months after the United States entered the second world war. In addition to being
a successful officer who rose to high rank he was from his early days a beautiful artist. This book
consists of a written account of his career illustrated by his paintings and a number of photographs

mainly from his own albums.

Price: £24.99
ISBN: ISBN 978 1 84114 597 6

Frank Kitson is the elder son of Vice Admiral Sir Henry Kitson. He has himself enjoyed a long
an illustrious military career, becoming Commander in Chief of UK Land Forces. He is the author
Format: Hardback, 112 pages, 258x238mm, of a number of books on military subjects including;

rofusely illustrated in full colour
P y Gangs and Counter-gangs * Low Intensity Operations * Bunch of Five

Warfare as a Whole < Directing Operations * Prince Rupert, Portrait of a Soldier
Imprint: Halsgrove Prince Rupert, Admiral and General at Sea * Old Ironsides, The Military Biography of Oliver Cromwell

Published: March 2008
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Example of a double page spread.

Falmouth Bay painted by HKin 1947 as a memento of his
time at Falmouth | 940—1942 when it looked very different.

HMS Swiftsure under fire entering the Dardenelles on |8 March 1915.
This was painted by H.K long after the event.

et

A depiction b H.K of Portsmouth dockyard as in the ea
days of the nineteenth century.
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The waterfront, Bombay.
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